
 

 

Curriculum Intent:  
English  

 
 
At Wood End we provide a happy, safe and caring environment where all individuals get the chance they 
deserve and the opportunity to develop skills for life.  
 
This document describes our practice in the teaching of English: reading, writing, phonics, spelling, grammar, 
punctuation and speaking. It is defined by current national guidance on best practice, in-service training, 
staff discussion and professional judgement. 
 
Spoken Language 
 
At Wood End, we believe that speaking and listening form the foundations of all learning in English. In formal 
and informal situations, we create and facilitate opportunities for conversation, discussion and talk around 
learning. Opportunities for speaking and listening are included in every aspect of the curriculum.  
 
Our teaching is based on the principles of Pie Corbett’s talk for writing and therefore we strongly encourage 
children to be inquisitive and to share their thoughts confidently in a supportive environment. 
 
What Does This Look Like at Wood End? 
 

 Presenting in-front of an audience.  

 Reciting and reading aloud. 

 Re-telling and role-play. 

 Listening to and participating in stories, poems, rhymes and songs. 

 Drama activities to enliven and enrich children’s understanding of character. 

 Opportunities for children to talk about and discuss their reading and writing. 

 Collaborative work and reporting back following group work. 
 
Reading 
 
Our priority is both the teaching of reading skills and the enjoyment of literature, enabling children to 
become lifelong, confident readers. As children begin to read, we focus on decoding, primarily through the 
Read Write Inc programme (RWI). 
 
As children build fluency, comprehension skills become our main area of focus and questioning looks at skills 
such as re-telling, inference and prediction. 
 
We want all children to leave Wood End with a life-long reading habit and a love of books because reading 
will improve their vocabulary, inspire them creatively and improve their ability to write well. 
 
We believe that high-quality literature is key to motivating children to read and instilling in children a love of 
literature and children throughout the school are read to at the end of each and every day. 
 
 
 



 
Phonics 
 
At Wood End we believe that a child’s love for reading and writing will unlock the gateway to their successful 
future. Therefore, we are committed to delivering the very best provision and opportunities for quality 
reading and writing.  
 
RWI is an Ofsted recommended and highly acclaimed literacy programme which teaches children the ‘Simple 
View of Reading’, how letters and sounds in English are related (the alphabetic code). The children rapidly 
learn sounds and the letter or groups of letters they need to represent those sounds. Children read well-
written, lively phonic books which are closely matched to children’s increasing knowledge of phonics and 
‘tricky’ words, so that they always experience plenty of success. Repeated readings of the texts support their 
increasingly fluent decoding. Children also develop the skills for comprehension through discussion of each 
story, helping them to both understand what they are reading and to build up their knowledge of how texts 
are structured. 
 
Aims 
 
Children should be taught to:  
 

 Learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letters/letter groups using simple picture prompts.  

 Apply the skill of blending phonemes in order to read words (FRED TALK).  

 Read high frequency words that do not conform to regular phonic patterns.  

 Read texts that are within their phonic capabilities as early as possible.  

 Decode texts effortlessly so all their resources can be used to comprehend what they read.   

 Segment words into their constituent phonemes in order to spell words (FRED FINGERS).  

 Learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes.  

 Spell effortlessly so that all their resources can be directed towards composing their writing.  

 Share their love for reading with parents and become avid readers. 
 
EYFS and KS1 Phonics Programme Structure and Expectations 
 
For reference we use the following progressive points within the phonics programme: 
 

Expected 
end of year 
placing for 
steady or 

better 
progress 

Set 1 Speed 
Sounds 

Set 1 Ditty 
Books 

Set 2 Storybooks Set 3 Storybooks Off the 
programme 

The first 
sounds 
children 
learn for 
blending. 

Using the first 
sounds at 

sentence level. 

Using Set 1 sounds 
and long vowel 

sounds to read early 
storybooks. 

Using all the sounds 
taught on the programme 

in a range of text types 
(equivalent Phonics 

Screening point.) 

No longer 
receiving literacy 
provision through 

the RWI 
programme. 

F2      

Y1      

Y2      

 
Organisation Across the School 
 
Children are grouped in terms of their reading ability. This ensures that within the programme they are 
reading at their own level, every day. These homogeneous groups aid more focused teaching and increase 
efficiency in the monitoring of children’s progress.  
  
RWI is fully implemented in Foundation. In the Autumn Term, the class will collectively learn the Set 1 initial 
sounds. Once the sounds have been taught, assessments will take place to determine children’s placing 
within the programme.  Then RWI groups are established following an assessment by the Reading leader. 
Sessions take place daily between 9.00 - 10.00am.  
 



 
In KS1 RWI groups are established following assessments carried out by the Reading leader. The sessions 
occur daily for 1 hour.  These sessions do not replace literacy teaching, with a 10-minute Speed Sounds 
session followed by Reading and Get Writing! sessions. 
 
Children with SEN / Able  
 
SEN pupils are fully involved in RWI lessons as all pupils work in ability groups and teaching is geared to the 
speed of progress of each group. 1:1 tuition will be identified by the Class Teacher or Reading leader as 
required.   
 
Able pupils are catered for as groups are based on ability and teacher assessment and there is the flexibility 
to accommodate gifted younger pupils within groups of predominantly older children. 
 
Teaching and Learning Style 
 
The style of teaching required is based on the 6 Ps principle:  
 

 Praise: Children learn quickly in a positive climate.  

 Pace: Clear and consistent behaviour management signals allow a good pace of lesson. This is essential 
to the delivery.  

 Purpose: Every part of the lesson has a specific purpose. This is a very prescriptive programme.  

 Passion: It is the energy, enthusiasm and passion that teachers put into the lesson that bring the 
teaching and learning to life!  

 Participation: A strong feature of RWI lessons is partner work and the partners ‘teaching’ each other 
(based on research which states that we learn 70% of what we talk about with our partner and 90% of 
what we teach).  

 Perseverance: It is important to remember to never give up! Every child can learn to read if you 
persevere.   

 
Planning 
 
Pupils work within ability groups which are defined by their performance on RWI phonic tests. Pupils are re-
tested every six weeks and the groups are reorganised accordingly.   
 
Teacher-generated planning is minimized as the planning is integrated into the teacher’s handbooks and 
follows set routines. Each group facilitator has a printed format for planning ditties or storybook lessons. To 
this framework is added the particular ditty/storybook being studied, new phonic elements that are being 
introduced and any other points worthy of note for future use.  
 
TAs are responsible for planning and organising resources for their RWI group, with the support of the 
Reading Leader as required. TAs will be given time weekly to prepare for upcoming sessions. 
 
 
Delivery of Phonics Speed Sound Sessions 
 
Reading  

 Set 1 initial sounds are to be taught in a specific order.  

 Sounds taught should be ‘pure’ i.e. ‘b’, not ‘buh’ as this is central to phonic teaching and ability to 
recognise sounds in words (FRED TALK).  

 Blends are to be declustered, e.g. ‘bl’ is two specific sounds, ‘b’ and ‘l’. 
 
Writing  

 Children are to be taught that the number of graphemes in a word always corresponds to the number 
of phonemes. Children use FRED FINGERS to segment and order sounds within words. 

 



 
FRED FINGERS  

 Children segment words placing individual sounds on the fingers of their non-writing hand from left to 
right, e.g. ‘The word is stray – Fred says s t r ay.’  

 Set 2 sounds are to be taught after Set 1 (initial sounds)  

 Letter names are to be introduced with Set 3. 
 
RWI Phonic Speed Sound Sessions are to follow a prescriptive pattern at sound and word time level. 
 
Sound Level  
1.  Hear it/Say it – Children orally practise saying the pure sound as modelled by the teacher.  
2.  Read it – Children recognise the grapheme and the tag line/phrase that goes with the sound.  
3.  Write it – Children practise writing the sound in a variety of ways.  
4.  Review – Mix today’s sound amongst other previously taught sounds for assessment. 
 
Word Time Level  
1.  Hear it/Say it – Children FRED TALK words that contain today’s learnt sound as modelled by the teacher.  
2.  Read it 
      a) Teachers use sounds to practise constructing words (Assisted Blending) using FRED TALK (real and 
nonsense).  
      b) Teachers assess children as they independently read GREEN WORDS.  
3.  Write it – Children write words containing today’s learnt sound using FRED FINGERS.  
4.  Review – Add words to spell which contain previously taught sounds and RED WORDS from the current 
bank of red words.  
  
 
Behaviour Management 
 
In order to maintain pace in lessons and enhance the learning of the children, we use behaviour 
management techniques (silent cues) in all our groups.  
 

 STOP hand signal – Children stop their activity and raise their hand.  

 MTYT – My Turn Your Turn - The teacher models and the children copy the action.  

 TTYP – Talk To Your Partner – Children work in pairs.  

 V of Vision – Children sit in a V shape with designated places, all able to see the teacher clearly.  

 1:2:3 – Children transition between activities (1. Stand up; 2. Move to the new learning space; 3. Sit 
down).  

 Sticker Rewards – Children receive stickers for continued hard work. 
 
 
Assessment and Recording    
 
 
Assessment within the Lesson  
 
Children are assessed throughout every lesson. Every time partner work is used the teacher assesses the 
progress of the children. The teacher assesses how children:  
 

 Read the grapheme chart   

 Read the green and red word lists   

 Decode the ditty/story   

 Comprehend the story  
 
Each group leader is requested to keep a register to identify pupils that are absent or pupils that need extra 
reinforcement of a particular element that has been covered (see pupils in danger of falling behind). 
 



 
Formal Assessment  
 
Formal assessments are carried out during whole school assessment weeks by the Reading Leader using the 
RWI phonic checks (EYFS and KS1 Phonics Programme). This allows for achieving homogeneity within each 
group and indicates the correct access point for new entrants. Children fluently reading multisyllabic words 
including all 44 sounds come off the programme. Pupils’ progress is tracked using the RWI Tracker and 
children in danger of falling behind are identified. 
 
Children in Danger of Falling Behind  
 
When children’s progress falls behind that expected, they are brought to the class teacher and Reading 
Leader’s attention. The Reading Manager and/or class teacher identifies areas of strength to build from and 
next steps for each child. Class teachers work throughout the day to build on the strengths of children 
needing an intervention and introduce next steps for accelerated development. The Headteacher is also 
aware of those children requiring interventions. 
 
Monitoring and Review  
 
This is the role of the Reading Leader: 
 

 Tests all KS1 pupils (F2 for Ditty Groups) and designates pupils to the correct groups.   

 Assigns leaders to groups.  

 ‘Drops in’ on RWI groups to give advice and to informally check that pupils are in the correct groups.   

 Where necessary models lessons.  

 Conducts formal observations as part of whole school Quality Assurance.  

 Undertakes training for staff as required.  

 Undertakes support workshops for parents.  

 Attends up-date meetings when they occur and reports back to the RWI group leaders.  

 Meets with the Headteacher regarding groupings, teaching environments and other pertinent matters.   

 To provide information to report to the governors about the quality of the implementation of RWI and 
the impact on standards.   

 
Reading Books to Take Home 
 
The RWI Home Lending Programme has been designed to help parents and children enjoy reading at home, 
using the RWI colour banded books. We aim to provide parents with clear information about how we teach 
children to read through a carefully planned, quality taught phonic approach and how this can be enhanced 
with parents’ support at home.  
 
We aim to help create a positive ‘learning to read’ experience for parents and children at home; ultimately, 
working together to help children make progress and read with fluency, accuracy and most importantly, 
enjoyment. 
 
Whilst it is paramount that children are given phonics focused reading books to help develop their 
knowledge and understanding of phonics, we want children to have access to a range of genres and different 
formats of reading. At Wood End, each class has an established reading area with different books for the 
children to explore freely and are encouraged to choose a book of their choice to share at home with their 
family. 
 
Organisation  
 
Children take home resources that consolidate their recent learning in school. The handing out and returning 
of resources is managed by the group leaders on the completion of a sequence of sounds (set 1) or 
storybook (every Monday and Thursday).  
 



 
Parents are invited to a RWI workshop in the Autumn Term and receive guidance that explains the aims, 
philosophy, techniques, resources and activities for successful reading at home. 
 
Writing  
 
At Wood End we strive to develop a love for the English language in its written and spoken forms. We 
encourage children to develop skills to communicate confidently and effectively in speech and writing, to 
listen with understanding and to be responsive, enthusiastic and knowledgeable readers.  
 
We aim to provide an environment for language development and written work, which is stimulating and is 
characterised by high expectations of success so that the fullest potential of each individual child may be 
realised.  
 
We recognise that:  
 

 Writing is pre-requisite for educational and social progress.  

 Writing empowers pupils to communicate both creatively and imaginatively.  

 Writing is essential for independent learning.  

 The mastery of writing is essential in most aspects of everyday life. 
 
Aims 
 

 For writing to be seen as purposeful and enjoyable.  

 For each child to see themselves as a confident and successful writer.  

 For each child to achieve the level of writing of which they are capable.  

 For writing to be developed across a range of meaningful contexts.  

 For there to be a broad curriculum offering the full spectrum of writing genres.  

 For each child to develop the necessary writing skills to be a competent writer with an understanding of 
the basics – spelling, grammar, handwriting and punctuation.  

 For writing to be seen as an essential life skill. 
 
The Importance of Writing in the Curriculum  
 
Writing is a key life skill which enables children to express themselves, communicate with others and access 
other areas of the curriculum. It is a complex process which requires motor skills to manipulate pencils and 
pens, a command of sentence and text structure, grammar and punctuation, an ability to edit and evaluate 
both their own and others writing, a knowledge of how spoken language translates to the written word, an 
awareness of purpose and audience across different genres and involves a competency in spelling and 
handwriting.  
 
Talk for Writing  
 
The Pie Corbett Talk for Writing and Storytelling techniques are used throughout the school as a model with 
which to teach writing. The principle of being able to speak their writing before writing it, is embedded 
through both fiction and non-fiction writing and involves techniques such as story maps, boxing up ideas into 
paragraphs as well as literacy games to develop vocabulary. All classes follow the structure of imitation, 
innovation and independent writing with all units of work to ensure progression.  
 
Pre-School and Foundation Stage 
 
Writing forms a central part of the Communication and language and Literacy areas of development. We 
believe the foundation for writing is built on children’s oral work and children are encouraged to express 
their ideas at every opportunity throughout each of the Early Learning Goals. Staff model use of language 
and create opportunities for children to develop their talk in every lesson. Daily, weekly and medium term 
planning clearly demonstrates this focus and include early Talk for Writing techniques and storytelling.  



 
 
In addition to cross-curricular opportunities, specific writing objectives are planned in order to begin giving 
children the skills they will need as writers. A wide range of writing materials are always available to children 
in the classroom and a specific role play area which complements the termly topic is used to provide a real 
purpose for children’s early writing. We recognise both the importance of the teacher acting as scribe on 
occasions, in order to create stories and the importance of children writing freely as emergent writers.  
 
Key Stage 1  
 
At Wood End we continue to provide a wide range of planned and incidental opportunities for children to 
develop their writing skills. We ensure that activities are purposeful and linked to other curriculum areas 
which provide contexts for children to apply their skills, endeavouring to ensure real audiences as often as 
possible.  
 
Our learning objectives are taken from the English New Curriculum which we use in conjunction with Talk for 
Writing techniques to support our planning of the teaching sequence; ensuring children develop their writing 
skills across a wide range of genres.  
 
Through the Talk for Writing techniques, an emphasis is still placed on children developing their oral skills as 
a prerequisite to writing and a wide range of speaking and listening and drama techniques are used to 
provide children with opportunities to explore and extend their talk as a preparation for writing.  
 
We make clear links with children’s reading skills and texts are often used as a basis for developing writing 
skills, reading and writing objectives being clearly linked in teacher’s planning. Children take part in text 
analysis activities in order to imitate the work of others before attempting work of their own.  
 
A range of techniques are used to teach writing.  
 
Teachers plan for modelled writing activities (using the teacher as a model and a scribe for the pupils’ ideas), 
guided writing groups (allowing staff to focus on particular objectives with different ability groups), and 
writing frameworks which provide structure for the children as they begin to write in a variety of genres as 
well as plentiful opportunities are given for independent writing.  
 
Children are involved in a daily, hourly RWI phonics lesson to aid the development of spelling throughout 
Foundation and KS1 which also feeds into English sessions.  
 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling  
 
Grammar and punctuation are taught within the given context of each Talk for Writing unit and during daily 
RWI sessions. Teachers plan a range of grammar and punctuation games and activities focusing on children’s 
next steps for learning and based on the exemplar text or topic. 
 
Assessment and Recording  
 
Informal assessment is on-going and forms part of every lesson, feeding into teacher’s planning. Pupils are 
involved in self and peer assessment. Teachers provide feedback to pupils on a daily basis, either in written 
or verbal form. This feedback focuses on how the success criteria have been achieved and the next steps. 
 
At Wood End we use Classroom Monitor to help with the analysis of data to track progress against the Key 
Performance Indicators This helps staff to track pupil progress in writing throughout their time at the school.  
 
Attainment is recorded in terms of emerging, developing, expected and mastery of the year’s objectives. This 
is used to inform annual reporting to parents and to ensure continuity and progression across classes.  
 
Teachers meet with members of the Senior Management Team termly to discuss the progress of children 
within their class. At the Pupil Progress Meetings areas of need are identified and next steps are agreed.  



 
 
Inclusion 
 
Planning at all levels ensures that the interests of boys and girls are taken into account. Pupils are flexibly 
grouped – sometimes working in ability or mixed ability groups, according to the task. Pupils are given 
opportunities to learn as individuals, in pairs, small groups and as a whole class, both independently and with 
support from teachers and teaching assistants. Intervention programmes at a range of levels are run for 
individuals and groups of children throughout the year. This is overseen by the subject leader and SENCO.  
 
The Learning Environment  
 
Continuous Provision promotes writing in every area of the environment. Classrooms have displays of writing 
checklists and prompts to support teaching and learning. Working walls are also used in each classroom as 
prompts and reminders to stimulate children’s writing. As we value children’s writing, displays will include 
examples of work to celebrate achievements.  
 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
 
All teachers are responsible for monitoring standards in their pupil’s work and progress. This is overseen by 
the English Co-ordinator and Headteacher. Monitoring informs future planning through the School 
Improvement Plan. 
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