
 

 

Curriculum Intent:  
Religious Education (RE)  

 
 
At Wood End, our intent is to follow the Milton Keynes agreed 
syllabus. We aim for RE to be taught in a way that recognises and 
celebrates our diverse community and the different religions and 
festivals that are studied and celebrated in our school. We want to 
provide our children with first hand experiences that enhance 
children’s knowledge and understanding of different faiths. 
 
 
What Learning Opportunities Occur at Wood End?  
 
Christianity and Judaism are the religions that are our main focus for learning here at Wood End, however it 
is important to us that we celebrate all religions within our diverse school community. We will learn about 
other religions and festivals where appropriate to do so.  
 
There are three strands that make up the key aspects of RE at Wood End: believing, behaving and belonging.  
 
The children learn about different beliefs about God and the world around them. They encounter and 
respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other religious materials. They learn to recognise that beliefs are 
expressed in a variety of ways, and begin to use specialist vocabulary. The children ask relevant questions 
and develop a sense of wonder about the world. They talk about what is important to them and others, 
developing a sense of belonging.  
 
Throughout Early Years and KS1, children develop knowledge, understanding and appropriate vocabulary 
about: where they belong within their family and the wider community, different religions and the different 
ways of expressing and celebrating faiths. 
 
What Does RE Look Like at Wood End?  
 
RE at Wood End is taught in both discrete lessons and through continuous provision. Planning is created 
using the long-term plan developed by the Diocese of Oxford. 
 
Children learn about different religions both through the agreed syllabus and in the range of religious beliefs 
held by staff and families. Throughout the year, we take opportunities to invite parents and carers to take 
part in celebrating festivals from many religions such as Harvest Festival, Christmas, Hanukkah, Eid and 
Diwali.  
 
All religions and their communities are treated with sensitivity and respect. We value the links that are and 
can be made between home, school and a faith community.  
 
Children have the opportunity to attend assemblies delivered by visitors such as a reverend from a local 
church and The Bridgebuilder Trust. They visit places of worship in our local area and visitors attend school 
to share artefacts, stories and experiences about different religions. 
 



 
 
 

Overview: Religious Education (RE) 
 

 Foundation 
Year 1 Year 2 

Faith/Themes Key Questions Faith/Themes Key Questions 
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Harvest 
Christianity 

God 
Belonging 

Is everybody special?  
What does it mean to 
belong?  
Who am I? 

Christianity 
Judaism 
Moses 

Old Testament 
stories 

Who should you follow? 
What and how can people 
learn from leaders and 
teachers including religious 
leaders and teachers? 
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Diwali 
Christmas 

Christianity 
Harvest 

Christmas 
Celebration 

Should we celebrate 
Harvest or Christmas? 
How and why are 
celebrations, including 
religious celebrations, 
important to people? 
What do people believe 
about God, people and the 
natural world? 

Christianity 
Judaism 
Symbols 

Christmas 

Do religious symbols mean 
the same to everyone? 
What does it mean to 
belong? 
Who am I? 
How and why do symbols 
express meaning including 
religious meaning? 
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New Year 
Christianity 

Judaism 
Creation 

Does Creation help people 
understand God? 
What do people believe 
about God, people and the 
natural world? 

Christianity 
Judaism 

New Year 
Rosh Hashanah 

Does everyone celebrate the 
new year? 
What does it mean to 
belong? 
Who am I? 
How and why do symbols 
express meaning including 
religious meaning? 
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Easter 

Christianity 
Jesus 

Leaders 
Rabbi/Vicars 

Should everyone follow 
Jesus? 
What and how can people 
learn from leaders and 
teachers including 
religious leaders and 
teachers? 
How and why are some 
stories and books sacred 
and important in religion? 

Christianity 
Easter 

Holy Week 

How should the Church 
celebrate Easter? 
How and why are 
celebrations, including 
religious celebrations, 
important to people? 
What do people believe 
about God, people and the 
natural world? 
How and why are some 
stories and books sacred 
and important in religion. 
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Christianity 
Judaism 

Old Testament 
stories 

Are some stories more 
important than others? 
How and why are some 
stories and books sacred 
and important in religion? 

Christianity 
Judaism 

Old Testament 
stories 

Can stories change people? 
How and why are some 
stories and books sacred 
and important in religion? 
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Judaism 
Synagogue 
Community 

Symbols 

Do we need shared special 
places? 
What does it mean to 
belong? 
Who am I? 
How and why do symbols 
express meaning including 
religious meaning? 

Judaism 
Shabbat 

How should you spend the 
weekend? 
What does it mean to 
belong? 
How and why are 
celebrations, including 
religious celebrations, 
important to people? 
What do people believe 
about God, people and the 
natural world? 
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