
 

 

Curriculum Overview:  
English 

 
 
At Wood End, we believe that our English curriculum prepares 
all pupils to lead an enriched and fulfilling life by teaching the 
skills they need to communicate effectively and confidently 
with others, using the spoken and written word.  
 
Throughout our English curriculum, we layer the objectives to 
help them develop the skills and knowledge that will enable 
them to communicate effectively and creatively.  
 
We believe that spoken and written language will equip 
children with the skills to become lifelong learners.  
 
We want our children to enjoy and appreciate literature and its 
rich variety every single day. 
 
Speaking and Listening  
 
We provide opportunities to develop confidence in speaking and listening because we  
recognise language is an integral part of learning, and oral language in particular has a key role in classroom 
teaching and learning. 
 
Spoken language is taught across our school:  
 

 in whole class ‘Communication and Language’ lessons.  

 modelled by adults during child-initiated learning. 

 up-levelling language during story times. 

 talking partners. 
 
Phonics and Reading  
 
Read Write Inc. (RWI) is an Ofsted-recommended and highly acclaimed literacy programme which teaches 
children the ‘Simple View of Reading’, how letters and sounds in English are related (the alphabetic code). 
The children rapidly learn sounds, and the letter or groups of letters they need to represent those sounds. 
 
Reading is taught across our school: 
 

 in daily Read Write Inc phonics lessons. 

 in daily story time sessions. 

 in weekly guided reading lessons. 

 with children being heard to read individually. 

 modelled in our reading corner during child-initiated learning. 
 
 



 
 
 
Writing 
 
The Pie Corbett Talk for Writing and Storytelling techniques are used throughout the school as a model with 
which to teach writing. The principle of being able to speak their writing before writing it is embedded 
through both fiction and non-fiction writing and involves techniques such as story maps, boxing up ideas into 
paragraphs as well as literacy games to develop vocabulary. All classes follow the structure of imitation, 
innovation and independent writing with all units of work to ensure progression. 
 
Writing is taught across our school: 
 

 in daily Read Write Inc phonics lessons. 

 in regular whole class Talk for Writing Literacy lessons. 

 in weekly Intervention Groups. 

 modelled by adults during child-initiated learning. 
 
 
(For more detailed information, please see the associated English Curriculum Intent document.) 
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