
Music: Cultural Capital Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Pre-School Harvest Festival EYFS Christmas 
Performance 

   Leaver’s Assembly 

Foundation Harvest Festival EYFS Christmas 
Performance 

    

Year 1 Harvest Festival KS1 Christmas 
Performance 

 (Primary Music 
Festival if held 

virtually) 

  

Music Hub music lesson 1x a week 

Year 2 Harvest Festival KS1 Christmas 
Performance 

 Primary Music 
Festival 

 Leaver’s Assembly 

Music Hub Brass instrument lessons 1x a week 

Composer of the Term Beethoven Leonard Bernstein Brahms Andrew Lloyd 
Webber 

Handel John Williams 



 

Music: Progression of Skills  

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Create and compose Explore long/short sounds and high/low 
sounds through music making and 
singing. 
Explore beat through improvisation with 
instruments.  
 

Explore with and make rhythmic patterns. 
Explore ways to change the tempo and 
dynamics in music. 
 
 

Experiment with different rhythmic 
patterns and notations e.g. 
Walk (crotchet) 
Jogging (quavers) 
Stride (minim) 
Glide (semi-breve) 
Explore the use of silence and rests. 

Listening Listen with increased attention to 
sounds. 
Listen to a range of recorded and live 
music from different genres. 

Respond to high, medium and low sounds 
(pitch) though movement. 
Recognises high, medium and low sounds. 
Copy simple patterns by clapping, singing or 
using instruments. 
 

Recognises rhythmic patterns and 
notations.  
Discuss the changes to tempo and 
dynamics.  
To listen to the structure of a piece of 
music.  
 

Perform Sing a range of well-known nursery 
rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 
stories with others. 
Sing in a group or on their own.  
Perform in assemblies and in class. 
Start and stop in response to hand 
signals.  
Sings entire songs. 
Be able to sing the melodic shape 
(moving melody, e.g. up and down, 
down & up) of familiar songs. 
 

Sing songs and chants accurately as a class. 
Play a steady beat. 
Read visual clues to play high, medium and 
low sounds. 
Copy and play high, medium and low sounds. 
To correctly hold instruments. 
Learn to start and stop singing when 
following a leader. 
Record a performance.  
Sing using So –far hands (So and Mi) 
 

Play from simple graphic scores.  
Play four notes on instrument (CBDE) 
Have steady breathing. 
To have correct posture and instrument 
hold (Brass) 
Sing using So –far hands (So, Mi, La, Doh) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age or year group does not bind the acquisition of musical skills, knowledge and understanding.  
Planning needs to be flexible, skills practised and built upon throughout each year, through and between each key stage. 

The following suggestion as to when these skills should be acquired should not be considered as rigid. 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation and 
Appraisal 

Respond to what they have heard, 
expressing their thoughts and feelings 
through thumbs up and down.  
Distinguishes and describes changes in 
music and compares pieces of music, 
e.g. “this music started fast and then 
became slow. 

Respond to what they have heard, expressing 
thoughts and feelings about music. I 
like/dislike ......... 

Respond to what they have heard, 
expressing thoughts and feelings about 
music. I like/dislike .......because. 
 
Listen and make improvements to my 
own music.  

Vocabulary Listen, sing, perform 
Beat: like a heartbeat, a steady beat 
underlying the music. 
Melodic shape: this is a little like the 
outline of the song or piece of music, 
picture a line that goes up 
steeply when the melody suddenly 
jumps to a much higher sound, or that 
goes down slowly when 
the melody gently falls. This “line” gives 
the contour or shape of the melodic line 
Genre: the type of music, e.g. pop, jazz, 
folk, classical 
 

Pulse/beat: like a heartbeat, a steady beat 
underlying the music 
Rhythm: pattern of sound 
Pitch: high sounds, low sounds 
Dynamics: loud, quiet, getting louder, getting 
quieter 
Tempo: speed 
 

Structure: how a piece of music/song is 
built up, e.g. verse-chorus-verse-chorus 
 


